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SUBJECT: ASMARA - DEVELOPMENTS AND RUMORS 

1. THE ASMARA RUMOR MILL REPORTS THAT AN ELEMENT (500-2500) OP 
EPMG PORCES ARE BEING HELD AS POW'S BY PLP PORCES IN ERITREA, 

AS A RESULT OF THE 17-20 MAY OPERATION. THE DETAINED TROOPS ARE 
THOUGHT TO BE IN AN AREA NORTHEAST OF ASMARA. THE PLP ARE ALLEGED 
TO HAVE ASKED POR RED CROSS ASSISTANCE IN PEEDING THE POW'S, 

SINCE PLF HAVE INSUPFICIENT SUPPLIES POR THE TROOPS. AN ARMY 
CONVOY OP 37 TRUCKS WAS SENT TO RESCUE THE TROOPS ON 30 MAY 

BUT WAS REPORTEDLY TURNED BACK BY THE INSURGENTS. COMMENT: 

IT IS CONCEIVABLE THE PLP COULD HAVE TAKEN SOME POW'S, BUT ONE 
TO TWO PLATOONS WOULD BE A MORE CONCEIVABLE NUMBER. 

2. DURING THE WEEK OP 26 MAY, LIVE GOV'T SPIES/CID AGENTS 
WERE REPORTEDLY KILLED IN ASMARA BY THE INSURGENTS. 

3. ON MORNING OP 31 MAY A PLP MEMBER WAS HANGED IN ASMARA CATTLE 
MARKET BY SECURITY PORCES. HIS BODY WAS LEFT HANGING FOR SEVERAL 
HOURS POR PUBLIC DISPLAY. 

4. AT APPROX 6:20 P.M. ON 31 MAY A MOLOTOV COCKTAIL EXPLODED 

IN THE FLORIDA BAR IN ASMARA. REPORTEDLY AN ARMY MAJOR AND LT. 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ASMARA 00516 021550Z 

WERE KILLED, ALONG WITH A NAVY PETTY OPFICER. POUR BAR GIRLS WERE 
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WOULDED, ONE SERIOUSLY. ONE SOURCE BELIEVES A COL. ZENEBE, 1ST 
DIV., WHO WAS A ERIEND OF THE BAR OWNER, WAS THE INTENDED TARGET. 

ANOTHER SOURCE BELIEVES THE BOMBING WAS RETALIATION EOR THE HANGING. 

(PARA 3) 

5. SEVERAL SOURCES AMONG THE EDUCATED CHRISTIAN ELITE 
IN ASMARA INDICATE A RELIEF THAT THE ERITREAN QUESTION WILL BE 
RESOLVED IN THE NEXT LEW MONTHS. 

PERRY 
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